
 

Friday, November 3   
Tuesday, November 7 

Wednesday, November 8 
Friday, November 10 
Friday, November 17 

Wednesday, November 22 
Thursday, November 23 

Friday, November 24 

Grade 5 Hearing and Vision Screening 
Teacher in-service—No School for students 
PTA Meeting 7:00-8:00PM Room 900 
PTA Bingo Night 7:00-8:30PM Cafeteria 
Grade 5 Hearing and Vision Screening Completion 
Teacher Conference Comp Day—No  School 
Thanksgiving Break—No School 
Thanksgiving Break– No School 
 
For more upcoming events and club meeting dates, see 
Page 5 of this newsletter 
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Mark your calendar! 

Thanksgiving Break is coming! 

 

FIS Parents: 

The school year is well under way and our students, teachers, and staff are enjoying a very successful 2017/2018 
school year thus far. Thank you for your continued support.  The fall colors may not been as brilliant as in years past but 
fall is definitely among us.  With the cooler temperatures please make sure your child dresses appropriately for the 
weather.   Our students do have scheduled times in which they get the opportunity during the week to complete outdoor 
recreation activities for team time.    

We would also like to remind parents that school starts promptly at 8:35 AM.  Please plan ahead as traffic does back up 
onto Holland Road, especially during inclement weather.  First quarter grades have been finalized and have been posted 
in Infinite Campus.  If you have not already done so please log on to Infinite Campus using the parent portal to see the 
official report card.  Additionally please make sure student fee accounts are up to date.  Payments can be made online 
or by visiting our main office.   

Some reminders of important dates for November include our PTA Meeting on November 8
th
 at 7pm and our PTA Family 

Bingo Night on November 10
th 

from 7- 8:30PM.  We invite all our Ford Families to an evening of fun including a basket 
raffle.  We look forward to seeing everyone!  Students must be accompanied by an adult.  

 

Lastly I continue to encourage all parents of Ford Intermediate School to join our PTA.  Please join this amazing group of 
volunteers, if you haven't already done so.  Great schools have involved parents and students. Raising a successful 
student is a shared responsibility. When families, communities and schools work together students are more successful 
and the entire community benefits. 

 

Let’s have a great November.  

Mark Mucha 

Go Titans! 

From the Principal 



 

 

 

 

Why your attendance matters? 

 

 Your teachers and your school have rules required by the state on the number of 
days you can be absent.  That's because we want you to attend class! Here's why:  

 

• You're likely to get better grades.  You can’t learn if you aren't in school.  Research 
shows a clear link:  students who come to class do better in school. 

 

• You're likely to get a better job.  The habits you set now - attending class every day 
and coming to school on time - will carry over into the workplace. 

 

• You're more likely to stay out of trouble within your community. 

 

• You'll be more likely to graduate.  Missing too many classes is often the first step 
toward dropping out.  Students who drop out of high school have a higher rate of un-
employment.  

 

Don't let mornings drag you down!      

• Prep the night before.   Lay out your clothes, plan your lunch and load up 
your backpack. 

• Know how you'll get to school.   Don't wait until morning to make arrangements. 

• Get enough sleep (about 9 hours).   Having a regular bedtime at a reasonable hour will help. 

• Don't squeeze in too much.  Just shower, dress, eat, and go.   
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Team 6C Ford Titans News 

 Language Arts: Students had been working on writing their persuasive essays and are 

going to present their essays to their class using Henry, the podium. They have also started 

reading non-fiction science books, turned in their responses and had their art gallery with their 

posters. Earlier this month, students handed in a goal paper on a particular area they want to 

excel in this year.  Math: Students in pre-algebra have been working on multiplying and dividing 

integers, have been graphing algebraic equations, had their test and are now learning rational and 

irrational numbers.   Science students have been busy finishing their glossary on vocabulary, taking 

their test, studying slides through a microscope and working hard on dependent variable, 

independent variable, and controlled variables, all parts of controlled experiments. Social Studies: 

Study cards about maps and photographs were made by all students. Students worked with 

directions and other map skills. They have been studying for the vocabulary and set up a quizlet to 

help them study. Newsletter completed by Manveer S., and Quinn D., Rose H and Abby H.  

Science is Spectacular! 

 The students in Mrs. 

Jarboe’s 5B Science classes 

have started their ecosystems 

with an aquarium and a 

terrarium.  They are excited to 

see their seeds grow into 

plants and are anxiously 

awaiting their live organisms! 

Ford Intermediate School and PTA ROCKED IT! 

PTA and Student Council joined forces to challenge the students at FIS to MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE!  After watching and talking about everyone affected by the devastating 

hurricanes, FIS decide to see what we could do to help!  A goal was made to raise 

$500.  Not only did our students accomplish the goal, they actually far exceeded it by 

raising an incredible $1569.53!  TITAN PROUD! 



This month featuring:   Office Personnel 

Meet the Staff 

   Hi, I’m Ms. Kretschmar and I am the Principal’s Secretary.  This is my 31st year with the 

BCSD and my 29th year at Ford..  I have one son, Jeff, who is a graduate of Berea High 

School  and recipient of his Ph.D from Miami University.  He currently is a Research As-

sociate Professor in the Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences at The Begun Center 

for Violence Prevention Research & Education at Case Western Reserve University. I 

graduated from John Marshall High School and live in Olmsted Township.  My sister Pat 

lives in Berea with her husband and son and I have an extended family of nieces and 

nephews. I have been a life-long fan I am a vegetarian, love to walk for fitness and some day soon hope 

to add a rescue dog to my family tree.     

   I’m Vicki Harasimchuk (also known as Mrs. “H”) and I work in the attendance office at Ford.  I 
have worked for Berea City Schools for 28 years with 7 of those years here at Ford.  I am so 
thankful that I got to come to Ford to work, as I have made many new friends and I have met 
so many new people.   

I am a widow and I have 2 adult children, Tanya and Stephen who are both married.  I don’t 
have any grandchildren just “grand dogs”.  My son Stephen has a white boxer who is deaf and 
her name is “Angel” and a chocolate cocker spaniel “Charlie”.  My daughter Tanya has a bos-
ton terrier/English bull dog mix and his name is “Gibson”.  Some of you may have met Gibson 

as he has come to school to visit.  He loves to come to Ford and visit with the staff and students. 

When I’m not at work I enjoy my second job which is volunteering at Cleveland Playhouse Square.  I am 
a Red Coat.  I get to see all the wonderful plays and performances that come to Cleveland and I get to 
meet so many wonderful people at the Playhouse, volunteers and patrons alike. 

I have several hobbies that I really enjoy.  I scrapbook and make cards and have just started my hand at 
pallet art.  I also enjoy working in the yard and going for walks outside.  I also enjoy reading historical 
novels and mysteries. 

I really don’t have a favorite food, but if I had to pick out something it would be pizza.  I love Marco’s piz-

   My name is Mrs. Soppelsa and I work in the Guidance office and the main office at Ford,  I 

have been at Ford for 28 years and have worked with many wonderful staff members and 

students. I have two grown children who graducated from Berea schools and my grandchil-

dren are also students in Berea Schools.  My husband and I have a dog name Juniper and 

we also have one grand-dog named Seymore. 

Hello, my name is Laura Fagan, I am the financial secretary here at Ford.  I enjoy my 
job because I get to meet so many great people and no two days are alike. I have two 
incredible boys, Ian, FIS grade 6 and Evan, Big Creek grade 4..  My boys keep me chal-
lenged, entertained, busy and amused.  My husbands name is David As a family we 
enjoy traveling, meeting new people and learning about different cultures.  My favorite 
foods are Indian and Thai, My favorite pastime is working in the yard and waiting for the 
deer to feed on my deer resistant plants.  



        

Wendi Thomas:  I am an In-
structional Assistant and work 
with students in 202.  I had a 
daughter that went to Ford for 
5th & 6th Grade and she is in 
the 9th grade at MHJH.  My son 
is a Jr. at BMHS.  My husband 
is a professor at Baldwin-
Wallace College in the Psychol-
ogy Department.  We have been 
married 20 years.  I love hand-
ing out with my family and trav-
elling! 

Kelly Rudy:  I am an Instruc-
tional Assistant at FIS.  I have 
worked at seven different 
buildings in the 18 years I have 
been with the BCSD.  I also 
make wedding and all-
occasion cakes in my spare 
time.  My favorite place to be is 
on the couch watching a good 
movie with my cat, Punkin. 

6 Ford Fiddlers 3:20-4:15PM Rm. 905 

      Math Problem Solving 3:20-4:15PM Rm 403 

7 Staff In-service—NO SCHOOL  

8 6th Grade Percussion Club 7:45AM Rm 903 

      Computer Club 3:20-4:20 Rms. 754/840 

      PTA  Mtg. 7:00-8:00PM Rm. 900 

9 Titan Trebles 8:00AM Room 901 

      Pokémon Club 3:30-4:15PM Cafeteria 

10 PTA Bingo Night 7:00-8:30PM Cafeteria 

13 Ford Fiddlers 3:20-4:15PM Room 905 

14 Student Council 8:00AM Room 850 

       Model UN 3:20-4:30PM Mini lab 

       Lego Club 3:30-4:30PM IMC 

15 Computer Club 3:20-4:20PM Rms. 754/840 

16 Titan Trebles 8:00AM Rm 901 

17 Grade 5 Hearing and Vision Screening 

20 Ford Fiddlers 3:15-4:20PM Rm 905 

21 Model UN 3:20-4:30PM Mini lab 

22 Teacher Conference Comp Day—No school 

23 & 24 Thanksgiving Break—No school 

27 Ford Fiddlers 3:15-4:20PM Rm. 905 

28 Student Council 8:00AM Room 850 

       Model UN 3:20-4:30PM Mini lab 

29 6th Grade Percussion Club 7:45AM Rm 903 

      Computer Club 3:20-4:20PM Rms. 754/840 

30   Titan Trebles 8:00AM Room 901 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Upcoming Events for November 



                                            
 

Support our Students 

Giant Eagle 
Apples for the Students: Three easy steps... 

1. Register your Giant Eagle Advantage Card at 
GiantEangle.com/AFTS 

2. Enter our School ID #2260 
3. Shop with your Giant Eagle Advantage Card 

Each time your Giant Eagle card is scanned through 
March 16, 2018, your purchases automatically earn 
funds used to obtain our overall educational needs 
 

Box Tops  
Bonus Apps on your phone, as easy as 1-2- 3… 

1. Find offers—buy products 
2. Scan your receipt 
3. Earn—watch earnings stack up! 

 

Abitibi 
Paper Recycling:  This program is a simple and free 
service for communities to use for paper recycling. 
Distinctive green and yellow Paper Retriever bins are 
provided to encourage the community to bring its paper 
and put it into a convenient drop-off location.  We are 
not charge for the bins or the pickup of paper.  In fact, 
Paper Retriever pays us for the paper collected in each 
bin, which in turn benefits our students.  To help us 
support Ford’s 5th & 6th graders, recycle the following 
items in the Abitibi Paper Bins in our parking lot: 
catalogs, magazines, newspapers, junk mail, office 
paper, fax paper, school papers, notebooks and folders! 
Visit their website for more information at 
www.paperetriever.com. 
 

Contacting Staff Members 

Sometimes sending an email can be the most effective 
way to contact your child’s teachers.  If you would like 
to contact a staff member go to www.berea.k12.oh.us  
click on “District” and then “Staff Directory” on the 
left.  If you need assistance, just give us a call and we 
will talk you through it. 




